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SICAL GTS
GG Wi

The Love Affair of Two Young
Notables Has Mixed Up
the Four Hundred.

Young Vanderbilt's Alleged Be-
throthal to Miss Wilson Has
Wrought the Mischief,

His Family Said to Be Angered and
Estrariged from the
Astors.
THE YOUNG MAN 1S DETERMINED.

Three Other Rumors of Coming Marriages

Which May Prove to Be
Most Interesting
Affairs.

At tlie Patrlarchs' Ball, Mondisy night,
the Vunderbllts and Willsons falled to
gpenk as they passed by. Thus, nlong

with the Lenten dutfes of the ultra-fash-

fonable <comes f soclel problem to be
Rolved.
War has been declaréd Dbetween tlie

houses of Vanderbilt and Astor, Durlng

genevations has been unequilled. The one
absorbing tople of conversation for weeks
his been the lmpending difficultles. Now
that war hes been openly declared, boa-
doir chats among the lesser lights of the
gooinl firmament will partake of the naturs
of ndvisory meetings. The world at lurge
looks on and smiles, offerlug as a8 toast
“The survival of the fittest.”

Naturally the Astors resent the perslsteot
efforts of Mr, Cornelius Vanderbilt and his
wife to direct thelr son’s atteution from
Miss Whison, who ‘is Carrie Astor's hus-
band’s sister. This feeling is shared by
their numerous connections. Eguully ag-
grieved ure the Vanderbilt elemoent, who de-
clare the mateh entlrely unsgultabie, Miss
Wilson 18 thlrty years old, Cornellug Vian-
<derbllt, Jr., has barely pagsed his mujority,
There i5 no question of social equaiity ln-
volved, each famlly 18 conepleugusly dis-
tingnished.

Young Vanderbllt began his courtship at
Newport last Summer. He suffered from
4 allght artack of rhenmatism In the early
Fall, which necessltated a trlp to the
Hot Springs of Virginla, and Interrupted
his pleasant association with the objeet
of his develrs. Upon hls retuorn to the
clty he discussed a Buropean trip with lWis
parents. Before giving thelr consent Mrs,
Vauderbllt dnd Miss Gertrude called upon
Mrs, Richard T. Wilson and from her
learnied that the banker's famiy would not
gpend the Winter abroad, as 18 thelr ens-
tom. This fact declded the Vanderbilts,
who consldered that it would be a clever
stroke to put young Cornellus beyond the
fascindting Influences of Miss Wilson. He
departed. Alas! *the best Inld plans of
mice and men aft gang aglep,” 8o it wos
in this Instanee. Two weeks later My

geems to be the rule rdther than the ex-
ceptlon. The Beélmonts and Vanderbllts
bave always been exceedingly friendiy and
manuged to malutaln thelr plensant rela-
tlons with the divided household until the
marriage of Mrs. Alva Vanderbilt to Oliver
H. P. Belmont. Then all interconrse
ceased. The Belmonts are still devoted to
the youngest member of the family, but
are guite content tolgnore Mry, Belmont's
presence. When invitatlons were issued to
the late festivitles at the Belmont man-
glon the couple ~were not lncluded among
the gunests. Upon thelr departure for Lon-
don members of the Belmont famlly bade
Oliver an affectlonnte farewell, but made
uo adieux to M. Belmont, who remained
on deck, surrounded by the Jays and a
few Intimate friends, while Mr. Delmont
promenaded the pler with bis demensira-
tive relutives

One other prospective marringe has set
tongues wageing, and that 1s the supposed
betrothal of Willlam Waldorf Astor and
Mrs. Randolph Churchill, The rumor s
giining ground dally and Mr. Astor's con-
spleaous devotion to Lady Randolph goes
a long way toward confirming it. Shounld
this marrriage take place it will be forging
snother link in the chain of soclal com-
plications. '

WATER ON BURNING FAT.
lghorance of a Volunteer  Fire Fighter

Results in the |hjury of Several
Men.

Beveral men were burned yesterday while
trying to put out & fire In n room on the
gecond floor of the three-story brick bulld-
ing, at Nos, 20 and 27 Hudson street. The
room |5 used as a kltchen for the restuu-

b

rint of Herman Wanderlich, at No, 27,

Ogden Goelet, with his family,  set gall

THEY ANCED ITD LEWT,

Subscribers to  the Tuesday
Dances Merrily Closed the
Season at Sherry's.

The Ballroom Was in Carnival Dress
and Society Attended in
Large Numbers

MR. HADDEN LED THE COTILLON,

Mrs, Edmund L. Baylies Was His Partner.
Favars Were Provided Which Car-
ried Qut the Sptrit
of Mardi Gras.

The last of the ultra-fashionable Tuesday
evening dances began about 11 o'clock last
night, and Ash Wednesday was several
hours old before the cotillon was over.

The lnrge ballroom at Sherry’'s was the
scefne of festivity, or rather, the whole es-
tabllshment was;, for it was given over to
the “Howling Swells," s the subscribers
to  the Tuesday danees were originally
callad.

The place was In carnival drass, In honor
of Murdl Gras. Tligs' hupng above the
heads of the daucers, between ropes of
smilax, which radinted from an Immense
ball of green In fhe tentre 'of the celling,
through which shone electrie Hghte. Plnk
and yellow ribbons alternated with those
of leaves, and, llke the latter, were fes-
tooned Into a temt effeet poof: Palms stood

CHARGES AGAINST SMITH.

The Fire Board Receives Expert Callahan's
Conclusions, to' Which the Super-
intendent Replies.

Commissloners Ford, Li Grange and Shef-
fleldl were present at a meeting of the Flre
Board yesterdny, at which the investigution
into' the charges maide agalnst J. Hilloto
Smith, Spperintendent of the Telegraph De-.
partment, wug resunied,

E. A, Calahidn, an expert, employeil by the
Board, wis present - with his atvtorney, H. M.
Crosé. My, Smith was répresented lfy At-
torney J. Yan Vechten Oleott.  Mr. Calnhan
submitted a review of the allegation agaiost
the superintendent, In which, sfter going
over the ground, he presented the following
conclusions:

“That the Pearce slgnal eystem has heen
favoréd by the superintendent at the cost
of the department, and at the constuiit risk
of lmpdlrment. of the publee service, and
that there have been utjnst dizerlminations
in.the enforcement of the lnw requiring fire
alprm connections by certaln corpomtions
and ' Institutions; that lurge purchases of
supplies: have been ordered, recommended
or approved by. the superintendent, at prices
lurgely In exesss of market rites; that cible
contrict speciticatlons were deawn in such
form as to preveat eompetition, and also
to render them worthiless ag q record of the
work actusally «one. The eable construce-
tion hns been carrled on both dndér eontraet
and otherwise, to the extent of $462.000; In
such 4 way u4s to mike tlie cost to the cliy
from $150,000 to $200,000 1o excess of what
It should have been.”

Mr, Calahan further aeserts thaf It was
clearly shown by the evidence of Mr. Mo-
Carty, “that the speelfications which Super-
intendent Bmith gdmits that he drew, vie-
lnte nearly all of the customnry require-
ments of spedifications, and would naturally
tend to prevenl competition in advanee, and

FAMOUS SOGIETY WOMEN CONCERNED IN THE VANDERBILT-ASTOR EPISODE.

s, Jack Astor.

Mrs. Orme Wlleon, |

Miss Grace ‘Wlisou.-

Mrs. J. 'Webb,

Miss Gertrude Vanderbllt.

the ceszation of gayeties there 15 fopd for
thought:  To whom shall we swear al
leglance? s the question of the hpur,

The latest developnent in the progress
of affairs Is he intended departure of
Mp.o nnd Mrs: Orore Wikspn for the Conti-
ment. They go to join-the Opden Goclets
and Wilkons in Paris. and, ineldentally.
it 1= whispered, to be present at the an-
tieipated  martluge of  young - Corneling
Vanderbllt w charming Miss Grace Wiison.
This turn i the tide of aalrs widens the
brencli between the soelal untagonlsts and
theit tollowers, il ’

It was remarkably nmusing to observe at
the Paiviorclis' the manosuvres of mutunl
friends of the Interested partleg.  The
werd of # famlly woeuld play the agrecu-
ble to Mrs. Vaouderbllt, while madamne
regpryed  her sweetest smiles for M.
Drme Wilson. The daughter of the house-
iold played f(he reic 'of "Lady Diplomacy™
one moment, expressing vegret at young
Vanderbit’s prolonged abeence abrold, etc,,
is the case demended, and in another ]n-
stant extending congratulations and sym-
pathy to the young couple whose sentl-
mental woes are creating snd havoe In
the ranks of the miillonalre n.-allong 1o this
oity. . — L Ky
I{ is sall among the kipwlng ones that
Mr. Vanderbilt s exasperated beyoud
mensure #t what he choeses Lo teérm “a
youth's foollsh Infatuation,” ‘The edict
has gone forth that the selon of the Vin-
derblit bousehdld will be ralleved possibly
of his Income aud certalnly be deprived of
hiz prospective fortune if he inslsts upon
making Misa Wilton lls wife. Clupmen
sre much exercised over the sltnation, They
declare the strained relations betwen these
leading factions weans a permguent split
in soclety. Reerpits will be fortheoming
from vurvied sources and “‘exclusive’’ will
no longer define the realm of swelldoin.
Every man of prominence |8 endeavoring
to bring about an amleable adjustment of
affalra, Hvery womatt of note I3 repeating
to her nelghbor the latgst gossip upon this
subject. The delleate tnsk of espousing
the cause of one or the other fumily Wil
not be conglderad a pleasing Lenten dlver-
glom. -

‘"No more serions complicttions have ever

for Eunrope: Mrs Goelet's siiter, Mlsg
Graooe Wilkon, aceompanied them. Tmue-
Qfately upon thelr arvival at the French
capitnl youngz Vanderbilt ealled. His at-
tentions were repewed with vigor. Stmul-
tameonsly with this announcement Worth-
ington Whitehouse took ship for Paris.
His misslon wus to bring the junlor mem-

ber of the family back with, . He're-
turted” lo two . weeks alone, Mokt

recent. advices from abrosd declate « the
conple betrothed. The wedding, It 18 be-
Heved, will oceur at no distunt day. -Socl-
@ty 18 on the qul vive. A cablegram fn-
noupeing the marringe would startle no
one.

The prominence of both families makes It
luteresting to note the persounel of op-
poslig forces. On the one side of the battle
royal will be urrayed Mrs. Willlum Adtor,
Mps, Joek Astor and Mrs.. Orme Wildon,
Mrpg, Ogden Goelet, Mrs, T0. (0. Miils, the
Wilsons, the Willings and the Cuttings and
many other old Knickerbocker friends aud
their contingent of kindred. The other
side. will be marshalled by Mrs. Cornelius
Vanderbilt, Mrs. J. Seward Webb and Miss
Gertrude Vanderbilt, who will be numbered
among the followers of the Belmonts,
Gartys, Sloanes, Camersns and more [n-
wiediate 'friends, It Is therefore the de-
batible guestion of the ‘“‘sackeloth and
ashds season” who will unfurl the fing of
¥letory., After Lent, will It be the relgn
of the Astor dynwsty or shall the Vander-
bllts hold undi=puted sway?

Apropos of this social agitation, the posi-
{ive conviction Is abroad that Wilie K.
Vanderblt Is soon to wed. He has wlways
greatly admived the Duchess of Manghester,
formerly Consuelo Yzonga, and réport Has
It that she muy be wmilstress of the Vallant.
A Dbit of gosslp econcerning hls previous de-
Volion (o the Ducliegs lins been chronloled
from thie to tlme, and ls belng diseussed
nowadays with great eclat. On the oecu-
slon of a vislt to thiz country mude by the
Duchess, Willle K.'s attentlons were so
marked as to call down the wrath of his
father. It Is sald the old gentleman en-
fered dnto o satisfuctory arrangement with
the lady in guestion which probibited her
return tp these shores for a prolonged stay,

¥. The social
trimmphs of the house of Astor have been
many. The Vanderbllt fime fo el

t entertuinments and a

L the Duchess has not set foot on her
nittive sliores In many & day.

e Belmonts, too, are having their own
¥

Smioke was seen coming out of A window,
and it was thought that the bullding was
on fire. Passers-by went up to extinguish
it :
On the hot stove was & ketile of grease
that Nad bolled over and caught fire.
Lonls A. Tyler, n salesman, emploved at
No. 168 Duane street, acted with prompt,
but 1ll-judged declsion. He got o pall of
water, (ld not know that water is not al-
wuys the best thing to put out a fire, He
emptied the pailfol upon the. blazing fat,
end in an instant fames flled the room.

The persons In the room were burned nnd
dazed, but none of them gerlously Injured.
All of them went to the Hudson Street
Hospltal. Pefer Xenney, the most se-
yverely burned, wes. taken [n an ambu-
lance, ‘Anton Webber, of No. 27 Hudson
street; Alexander Tolley, of No, 25 Hud-
son  street, and Igsae Gumberleh, were
treated in the dispensary of the hospital
and allowed to returhh to thelr homes.

Louls A, Tyler, who' threw the water,
wns taken home by friends, TPollecemnn
Bergen was also badly burned.

Tle fire did net damage the bullding.

LAND GRANTS NOT EQUABLE.

The Secretary of the Interior Criticises the
Pending Senate Bill,
Washington, Feb. 18.—The' Secrétary of
fhe luterlor lins sent to the Senate .Com-
mittee on Public Lands his views on Bill
650 to equalize the several Btates of the
Unlon in the gront of lands for publie
school purposes. He says Californin  has
recelved as ats portion B,710,324 acres, and
it would reguire more thian 240,000,000
acred 1o equalize grants to other States in
the siame proportion, ) AT
Under the provisions of the bill the See-
retary says that Missourl wounld receive
only 1,162,186 acres, a shortuge of 37,0038
#ores, and Indland only 601,048 acres, a
shortnge of e icres, while Florida
would recelve 1,063,668 acres, u surplus of
45,150 neres, Tiluu’dlwrepmm , the See-
r.ﬂvmra says, indicate that the commlttes
shauld revise the schedule of the bill. He
reviews other provisions of the mensure in
which lie tinds defects, and says he hopes
bls candld eriticisms will ald ihe commit-
fee In framing a bill that will accomplish
end o view, f ;

Twao 'Bt_n-t in n Ronaway.
Jumalca, L. 1., Feb. 18,—Dr, A. J. Blun-
churd “and Charles Robiuson, his hostler,

Fi L ay on ;

ton, of Panama, this
actd Tast dizht o mista
ﬂﬂlﬁhm the ari

in the corners and eut flowers were used
wherever un excuse for them could be
found.

' RECEPTION COMMITTEE,

The gnests were recelved by Mrs. Luther
Kountsze, Mrs. Cooper Hewltt, Mrs. 8. Van
Rensseluer Criuger and Mrs Buchnnan Win-

rop, Who stood at the balltoom door.

Tuformal dandng began abont 311 o'elock
and continued untll half-past 12, when sup-
per was served,  The supper was a trl-
umph; even for Sherry, and left nothlng to
be desired, either In the matter of preparas
Ei;ml or sérvice, The menu wus unusually

oo, { 4

The cotllion was called for 1.80 o'clock.
It was led by Mr. Alexander Fadden, who
hind Mﬂrs. Hdwmund L. Baylies for his part-
ner.  Bome charmln{g favors, carrying out
the splrit of Mard] Gras, were provideil, in-
«-.luclln§EI stlcks with misks and  tambour-
Ines, Blizahethan ruffs of chiffon. with
streamers, large parots on rvings nnd stlcks
wound with pale blue ribbon and goure.

SOCIETY IN EVIDENCEH.

Bverybody in the faeshionable set stlll in
town wuas at the dance, Including Mra.
Astor, Mrs, Jobn Jacob Astor, Mrs. M.
Orme Wilgon, Mre. Lloyd Bryes, Mr. and
Mre. W, Starr Miller, My, and Mgs 1.
Townsend Buarden, Miss Eva}yn Rurden,
Mr, snd Mrs. Ellshn Dyer, Jr, Mr and
Mry Q. O'D.  Iselin, . Mrs,  Iber R,
Bishop, the Misses Bishop, Mr. nd
Mra.  Adeolf Ladenburg, Mr. and s,
W. A, Duer, Miss Kathorine Duer, Colonsel
atd Mrs. WHUsm' Jay, Mrs. John . Wil-

erding, Mr. Humilton Carey, Miss Forbos-

organ, Mr. and Mres, P. LoriHard n-
al Mrs. J. Hampden Robb, Miss Linlse
Haobh, Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Tselin, Jr., Mr.
nnd Mre. N, Le Roy Fdgar, Mr. Thomas 1.
Cushing, Miss Cushing, Mrs. H. Mortimer
Brooka, Mr. and . Robert Goelet, My,

. T. Wilson, Jr.. Mr. and Mrs.
Phelps Stokes, Mlgs Stokes, Mr, and Mrs,
Joho Bherman Hoyt.. Miss Blight, Misa
Edith Blight, the Misses Guruee, Mrs.
Henry Clews, Mr, and Mrs, Charles Oel-
rk:lma Miss Mabel Gerry, Miss Blizabeth
Delafleld, Mr. gnd Mrs. T, Saffern Taller,
Mr. and Mrs. A, Lanfear Norrie, Mrs, W.
Buyard Cutting, Mra. John Alsop King,
Mlss Elizabeth T. King., Mr, Worthington

iteliouse, Mr, and Mrs, W. Storrs Wells,
Mr. and Mrs, ). Ogden Mills, Mr. and Mrs.
W. Watts Snermaen, Miss Sybll Sherman
Mr, aud Mrrs. James Russell Soley and
o o en Billot, M

T rs. Dunean 1] r. and
Mis, George B. De Forest, Lghg' and Mrs.
Stanley Mortlmer, Mrs. H. A, C. Taylor,
Mrs, ltn_eﬁ Warren, Mrs. Brocklinist
Cutting and Mra, J. Frederle Kernochan.

Took Poison, Not Congli Syrup.
Jamestown, N, Y., Feb. 18.—Olifford But-

A

NEON

make eritieal examinstion afterward, difi-
cult or lmpossible.

Mr. Smith mnide a short wrltten angwer, In
whieh he sajd he had substantinlly replied
to the chargpes mide by Mr. Calnhan, and
‘hnd no further comment to make, exeapt to
sy relative to the 1800 coptraets, thut the
computation of #2800 feet of cuble by him
wag due to 4 elerical error, and should have
been BO,O8T feet, The ndiditlonal new evi
dence was tnken and the hearing was ad-
Journed 1o 3 o'¢lock this afternoon.

Tdncts the work.

INTENDED IT AS A JOKE.

Colonel Grant Replies in a Humorous Vein
to Lawyer Conkling's Criticism
of Commissioner Parker.

Lanwyer Alfred R. Conkling doeg not ap-
preclate the humorouns reply Police Com-
miigsioner Grant sent to a letter protesting
against Commissioner Parker’s activity in
support of the  Grester New York DbIIL
Mr. Oonkling wrote thit some large tax-
payers, who pald thejr sliare of Mr. Par-
ker's sulary, did mot approve of his fre-
quent abgences from hls post of duty for
the purpose of agitating the bill to Increass
thelr taxes 1§ to 20 per cent.

Colonel Graot did not regaurd Mr. Conk-
ling's protest seriously. So he answered
him. in & mildly sarcastic vein. Among

other things he apld that be would gladly
Join witlt Mr, Conkling in moviog agalnst
My, Parker for hig “extreme officlal negll-
genee™ were not the iatter such *‘a mean
cusd" that under exlsting clreumstances
the writer wuax apprebensive about mov-
ing In the matter, Thess eclrenmstanees,
he explained, were the absences ofsEresi-
dent Hoosevelt and of himself at various
times, and also of his own Ilntended four
dnys’ wisiv to Detroit, Mlch. He added
that Mr. Parker had even threatened to
expose the faet that Commlissloner An-
drews was absent recently on a pleasure
Jaunt,

Mr. Conkllng dld not recelve the letter

esterday. althiough It was malled the day
pefore, This waas due to the fact that the
leiter was addressed to his law office ar No.
170 Broadway amd that Mr. Cookling d'd
not go there, Heo had  hedrd, however,
abont the letter and ssid that the only
reply e wounld make to Colonel Grant wis
the following:

*1 have the honor to tender you the gs.
suratice of my most distinguished cotiglder-
ation."

*1 certalnly think,” sald Mr.  Conkling,
“thint Commissioner Parker's actlon in this
matter Is bighiy huproper. I have no ob-
Jeetlon - to  hils ‘niaklng epeechlies  before
socinl gatherings, -but . when' he “uses his
officlal positlon for the -phssage of this
Bl T db strongly object. If this' DLIll
passes with section 3 es It now is, and
comes to the Mnyor for approval, repre-
sentatives of $100,000,000  will' protest
rgainst 1t, and Commissloner Parker, if
bie Is present, will hear some things regard-
Ing his connection with the bill that wont
be wvery complimentary.”

Colonel Grant admitted sending the let-
ter. He sald that It weas Intended as a
loke,

POLICEMEN ARREST 6 GOATS.

It Took  Two Hours to Catch Them, and
There Are More at Large.

The widow of Dr. Freemnn lives in a
larze house with pretty grounds sround it
at West Farms., Mrs, Hanson, who does
stevedore work - along the Bronx NRiver,
lives near by in a less pretentious house
with groonds:sround it that arve somewhat
feglected. Mre. Hanson Is one of the char-
adters of the newly annexed district. She
I8 n new woman.

Her husbdnd was a stevedore. |He dled

ahont five years ago. She s blg and
brawny, nod took -hold of the business her
solf, BSbe hirea help, but personally con-
She has made 1t pay.
She is probably the only woman stevedore
In this country..-

Mrs, son keeps a herd of about twen-
ty gonts. They have been nsed to rosming
About West Farms at will. Nobody ever
thought of objecting to the depredations of
the gonts heretafore.

Floally the anltinlg got Into Mrs., Free-
man's grounds and dined on her shrubbery.
She then went to Pollee Captain Schmitr-
berger, who has had plenty of Tenderloln
experience, but s mather rosty oo goat
capturing. He sent four men yesterduy
affer them. Ronodsman Fennell drove the

rison  wagon, Roundsman Merrett rode

oreebuck, atd Polleemen Jacob Does, tall
and siender, and Charles. WHllams, short
and thick, went along (o capture the pohts,

They took along severnl hundred fest of

e to tle the animals when

of goats were made prisoners. Eaoh goaj
wis tled In the wagon., Then the thres
men had to sit on them to keep them gulet
while they drove to the pound ot One Hunp-
dred and  Bightyslxth street and Taylor
avenne, two miles and & half away.

A woon-as the polleemen get over thelr
experience of yesterday they will return
and try to eapture the rest of the goats.

SHE LIKES MEN'S CLOTHES.

| Strange Affliction of the Daughtsr of a

Morristown (N. J.) Business Man,

Morristown, N. J., Feb. 18.—Maud Long,
the twenty-year-old daoghter of n well-
known business mun of this clty] has fallen
the victim of a sad afflictlon. At every op-
portunity recently the girl would attire
herself In men's clothing and, escaplog
from her home, would wrnder abgnt the
streets of the town. After consultation
with seversl physicians ber father finally
became convinced that his danghter’s mind
was dernnged and |t would [be ‘best to
have ber taken to the asylum at Morris
Plains,

For some time attempts to begulle the
young woman wway from home falled, but
last Baturday her parents socceeded In

m_axi‘nf er to Morriz Plains, where she
was placed In charge of the physlclans,

8 captured. ]
After two hours' chase, six out of the score |

YOUTHFUL STUDENT
N SAFF CRACKING,

Mason, Eighteen Years Old, ls
the Son of a Well-to-Do .
Boston Jewellsr,

Worked in a Safe Factory to Learn
Lock Mechanism and How Strong
Boxes Are Constructed.

SOUGHT OUT A PRACTICAL BURGLAR.

Mason Confessed After He and His Cone
federate Were Arrested That They Had
Broken One Safe and Planned
& New Orleans Job.

The scientific study of safe cracking sy
2 profession hns been the undolog of un ens'
terprising youpg man from Bostop.  Will-
fam ¥. Mason, sightesn yeurs old, known as
the “*hoy cracksman ™ was canght Mondu,i
by the wutliorities and on 8 chnrge of sus
plelous conduct Is confined st Pollce Head-
quarters and his photograph 15 In the
Rogues' Gullery. With him was Thomas
Stevens, who Is forty years old, and more
experienced in the profession. Stavons was
supplylng the experlence in practice to the
firm, while Mason eluclduted the thens

Detectives Taylor gad Pepperted of
West Thirty-seventh Streel Btutlon, after
fovestignting  the clreimstances of "thefe -
progence In the clty, decided to Wrrose thel |
he wue trying to buy haif a pound of nitro.
giycerine in the chametsr 'of np expert.
wental chemist, Stevens was apprehended In
the former's room at No. 34 Kast Twelfth

street. “He wis [n bed at the time, and  vne
2911- Lls plllow were found & dirk and a re-
0Iver.

Mason was taken to Chiaf of Drtactives
O"Hrien yesterday, and thers;, noder £Xnm.
Ination by the Captain, made fall con-)
fesslon of his plaus and purposes. He said.
that his right name wad Adams, and that
he was & mewmber of a good and pirominent’
Boston fumily, FHis fatherbad a jewelry store
at No, 11 Btate street, Boston,  He stild that) ™
he had beguy life o a safe-making factory o
in that city, and thers hod his ambitton
directed 10 the line of work he baw sinse
studled with apparent soccess. o tobk!
op the calling carnestly, nnd with o, ser= |
ous resolutlon to do great things in it 3

His appronticeshlp In the safe fagtors)
gave him all the needful experiomoy npd
knowlelgs of technlenl details of canstruc-
tlon. The theory of 1t he got from n Bttie

{:‘nrk by If ]::'. Slmn.wiold '}Bill'_' Yos-
urg's son-ln-law, entitled “Safe Blow :
Mude Rasy.”' ln;' w1

self falthfully to master, and did, in fset’
become so proficient as to win the spplanss
of eminent cracksmen, His admiration for
Moore was g0 great that he went to grout
palns to secure an introduaction to that per-
sonage. At first the son-lu-law of Vi L
refused to deal with so young s#nd peape
ticully Inexperienced an operator an M :
but later, theongh the kindly ofices LY
Mr. Btevens be overcame his sorg
gave ‘the young nidn the benef) i
persanal attention. They even becume S0
Intdmate as to arfunges and plan oot s’ -
elaborate Ifttie affuir that shonld huve &5 4
Its consummation the blowing up of the .
gafe of the New Orleans Nutlonnl i )
As the oldest and most proficlest of the
trio, Moore weat aliend to make all § .
ful preparations and pave the way for g i\
execution of the fob. When he had
rom time In New Orlegans hie ran shore of
funds and make appllestion to hls comd=
jutors for $700 additional, To supply this
sum Stevens and Mason found it necossary
to crack a safe In the town of Newton, '
Mass., where the young mun lived, {
decided on the Newton Co-Operative Bauk
ns the fittest pluce for the work., It was o
promising job, and woung Muason loo s
forward to making Lis debut thors with
cougidernble credit. The direction of the' =
operations was to be left entirely fn
hands. . o -
On January 8 the Pnir entored the | AN
and drilled three holes around the combl-
npation of the biggest safe. But there was a
refractory bit of steel In the way that
fled all their efforts to muake the proper
aperture. Bo they gave It up and deferved
operntions until one month from the day
and then went to the Metropolitan
Insurauce Company's bullding und, pits :
the brillant electric. Hlomination of thes &
strocture, got In throngh the roof, i
time the safe was casler of aecess 8 i
p?)ﬂ'd susceptible to thelr well-directetd
efforts. =N
Unfortunately, however, young Msason s: -
too much powder into the cracks of | s Pl
safe and in the explosion g good part of the .
buliding was shuttered. Bifore the fire P
mrtment artived or the pollice could get in°
ason and Btevens hnd iade their escaps
wlqt‘{infﬂl‘! tiasgl. i P
explosion put & damper on t ew
Orlenns project and caused the emigration’ y
of Mason and Stevens to this clty. It =11
supposed by the detectives that It 'was P
inténtlon of the two experts to organize &
gung ‘o New York and go extensively inte b
the safe-crucking lne, Fr i
Stevens denied Mason's story In Joffes
son Market Court, where they were both
before Magistrate Brann, In the after
noon. . He held them undl te-day, 0 ordes y

This treatlse the young mnn & J:llod:"lllube

at

i

HE

that Olhlef of Police Richardson, of News
ton, Mass, might get requisition papers. s

Young Safe Cracksman and His Companion.

Thomas Stevens, the elder, was arrosted whlle Duylng nitro-glyceritio, and throngh him WHllam Muson, clghteer
wis tuken in' enstody, He coufessed to Captaln O'Brien that he hod made & study ¢f scientlfic safe bredking. ¥
of n Boston jewellor and lie served an apprentiesship In o safe minoafactory
are ‘made butglar proof, He said o i '

ad

r te leary lock contrivances and b
broken a bank sife lo Newton, Mess., and with



